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Antitrust Guidelines

Antitrust laws apply to EPRI, its members, funders, advisors, licensees, contractors, and vendors.  
Violations can lead to civil and criminal liability.

DO NOT DISCUSS…

▪ Pricing, production capacity, or cost information which is not publicly available;

▪ Sales territories, market shares, future product offerings;

▪ Confidential market strategies or business plans;

▪ Other competitively sensitive information;

▪ Advise or try to influence others on their business decisions (except to the extent that they are already public);

▪ Complaints or disparaging remarks concerning customers/suppliers/competitors.

DO NOT AGREE…

▪ To discriminate against or refuse to deal with a supplier (boycott);

▪ To only do business on certain terms and conditions;

▪ To set (or fix) prices;

▪ To divide markets or technologies;

▪ To allocate customers/suppliers/territories;

▪ To suppress a technology;

▪ To the use, promotion or endorsement of particular vendors, contractors, consultants or products. 

http://www.epri.com/
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Webcast and Recording Notification

▪ The webcast is being recorded along with all Q&A.  Your 
participation provides consent to that recording.

▪ As a result, please make sure your phone is on mute throughout 
the webcast unless speaking. Do not place your phone on hold.

http://www.epri.com/
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Agenda

▪ OpenEI USURDB API connection

▪ Project Import/Export (saving and sharing a case)

▪ Sharing technology options

▪ Help options

– User Guide

– FAQ

– Help links in GUI

– Feedback Form

– How to troubleshoot your run if the GUI says something went wrong

http://www.epri.com/
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Note on Installation

▪ DER-VET is not malware

▪ We are going to get the 
code signed as soon as 
possible

http://www.epri.com/
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Known Bugs

▪ Big thanks to Alva Svoboda, who identified a problem 
downloading template files from the GUI. We are working on this 
now. In the meantime, a workaround has been posted to our FAQ: 
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide/FA
Q

http://www.epri.com/
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide/FAQ
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OpenEI USURDB API Connection

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ “United States Utility Rate DataBase”

▪ GUI access to the database exists here: 
https://openei.org/apps/USURDB/

– Will not provide tariffs in DER-VET Format

http://www.epri.com/
https://openei.org/apps/USURDB/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ DER-VET allows you to load an OpenEI tariff, import a tariff from 
csv, or build your own in the GUI.

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ Using the OpenEI USURDB 
API requires an API key. It 
is a free sign up here: 
https://openei.org/service
s/api/signup/

http://www.epri.com/
https://openei.org/services/api/signup/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ DER-VET offers similar 
search features to the 
USURDB GUI.
– Search by zip code and 

filter by sector, utility, 
and a keyword to find 
the rate you are 
looking for

▪ Click ‘view’ to open 
the OpenEI web page 
for the tariff in your 
default browser

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ Select one and click ‘Add 
Tariff’ to convert the OpenEI
tariff into DER-VET format 
and use in the analysis.

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ This returns to the Retail 
Tariff page, but now the 
tariff is populated

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

▪ Comparison between the DER-VET energy 
price heatmap and OpenEI’s visualization

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

Transforming DER-VET plot to match OpenEI Shape

http://www.epri.com/
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OpenEI USURDB API

Be sure to validate the tariff and 
change anything that needs to be 

changed before moving on!

http://www.epri.com/
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Project Import/Export

http://www.epri.com/
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Project Export

▪ Button found on summary page

▪ Yields a .json file containing all 
of the project setup 
information:

▪ Save this folder with a 
meaningful name and share at 
will

http://www.epri.com/
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Project Import

▪ “Use Existing Analysis”

▪ Takes you to the 
project summary 
page, ready to run

http://www.epri.com/
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Sharing technology options

http://www.epri.com/
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Technology Database

▪ Not able to get this into v1.0, but 
have a workaround

▪ Export project and open .json file in 
a text editor

▪ Inspect the technology option you 
are interested in sharing to ensure it 
represents the tech you’re 
interested in sharing

▪ Copy/paste the text into a text file, 
save, share, etc.

▪ Paste text into a different 
project.json file to populate, then 
import it. 

http://www.epri.com/
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Help options

http://www.epri.com/
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Help Options

▪ User Guide: 
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide

▪ FAQ: 
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide/FAQ

▪ Links in GUI Run the case User GuideForum

User Guide

Forum

Feedback form (bugs, feature requests, etc.)

http://www.epri.com/
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide
https://storagewiki.epri.com/index.php/DER_VET_User_Guide/FAQ
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Help Options

▪ Bug reports, new feature requests, etc.: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/dervetfeedback

▪ How to troubleshoot your run if the GUI says something went wrong.
– Look in FAQ

– Evaluate your log files and look for an easy solution

– Post your issue in the forum, submit a feedback form describing a bug, etc.

http://www.epri.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/dervetfeedback
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Next Meeting

http://www.epri.com/
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Next Meeting

▪ Next meeting is Thursday, May 6, 11:00 a.m. Pacific Time
– Use case development
– Technology database

▪ Include a database of technical definitions of batteries on the market.  This information 
would be provided by the suppliers.  Similar to what is done with PV module .pan files and 
inverter .ond files useful in PVsyst. 

– Using the tool to maximum effect
▪ shared knowledge base for the tool use

– "study group" concept where users are asked to develop particular use cases for the 
meetings?

– create a universe of use cases as quickly as possible.
– I think it would be really helpful if DER-VET was easily accessible via python, meaning it could 

be embedded into scripts or Jupyter notebooks.
– Set up a database of load shapes (8760s or 8760*4 for 15 minute intervals).  We did this for 

the SGIP GHG signal Working Group, it took longer than we expected (hard to get public, 
individual customer load shapes with metadata describing the customer, location, attached 
PV and/or batteries, etc.)

http://www.epri.com/
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Together…Shaping the Future of Electricity

http://www.epri.com/

